
                                                                 

 

 

MAY 17, 2019 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

RIN says royalty increases for resources sector no way to 
secure future of the region 

Resource Industry Network (RIN) has sounded a warning about scaring off investors after talk of tax 
increases for resources companies from the State Government. 

RIN director Mick Crowe says there are a lot of mixed messages coming out of the Queensland Government that have the potential to hurt 
this region, the State and Australia. 
 
“While we as a region don’t feel like we get the same return for what we contribute, we are happy to share for the better of Queensland as a 
whole. Let’s not kill off the golden goose,” Mr Crowe said. 
 
“As a state that’s got our largest shovel-ready mining project eight years in the waiting, we now have noise around royalties which will 
further scare off investors. This not only pushes back future development, but harms the current jobs in terms of competitiveness. We need 
certainty, we need support, we need jobs now. 
 
“In Central Queensland in particular, it feels like we have no support for the region’s mining future while being asked to pay for everyone 
else’s lunch. We can’t have both.” 
 
Mr Crowe added that this region needed the support of government to ensure new mines were built and the existing ones don’t get driven 
out of business through uncompetitive taxation. 
 
RIN general manager Adrienne Rourke said the resource sector, the METS sector and the greater Mackay region were looking for a clear 
statement of support from the Government on resources. 
  
“The Palaszczuk Government’s ongoing refusal to rule out a royalty increase when coal royalties are already setting revenue records is tricky, 
mean-spirited and out of touch. 
 
“RIN is staging its annual awards night in Mackay tonight. It’s a celebration of the very best in the supply chain and showcases the ingenuity 
of the world class METS sector that is based in Mackay, service the Bowen Basin. 
 
“The RIN Awards show that there’s a real sense of optimism in the region, as the supply chain is busy and growing again. That precious small 
business optimism can be fragile if they see the Government is indifferent to their challenges,” Ms Rourke added. 
 
Mr Crowe added: “If State approval happened today, trucks would roll into the Carmichael Mine tomorrow. We’ve done this all before. 
We’ve proven we can operate safety, we’ve proven we can manage water tables, we’ve proven we can safely ship through the reef, and 
we’ve proven we’ve got the best coal in the world. What do we need to do to prove we can do this one more time? How do we get the 27th 
big mine going, running just like the first 26 mines?” 
 
“The Galilee Basin is ready to go. We’ve got an awesome group of people locally and state wide with all the skills necessary to build mines, 
operate mines, protect the reef, protect the environment and do it in a way that helps Queensland and people without power overseas. How 
do we get the Galilee going today? 
 
“At the end of the day we’ve been mining for 100 years and we’ve managed not to kill off the finch, the cockatoo, the galah, and we’re not 
about to start. It’s manageable and it doesn’t need to be the thing standing in the way of 1000 jobs. The bird can fly, we’ll work with it,” he 
said. 
 
 
*ENDS* 



                                                                 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
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P: 07 4952 4184 
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