
                                                                 

 

 

MAY 08, 2019 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

AN UPRISING IN THE NORTH DRIVES SECOND ‘GO GALILEE 
BASIN’ COMMUNITY RALLY 

The collective voice of a community motivated by its future will resonate loud and clear this Saturday 
when a second community rally is staged in Mackay, a major hub for the resources sector in 
Queensland. 

Up until now, Northern and Central Queensland have remained relatively silent amid the anti-mining noise. However, 
organisers of the ‘Go Galilee Basin’ community rally in Mackay will be sending a big message to those who seek to be in power 
after May 18 – we will not be silent at the ballot box. 

Organiser of the event, Resource Industry Network (RIN), is imploring the community of Mackay to attend the hour-long rally 
and ensure they understand where the political opponents are positioned when it comes to a plan for the future of this region.  

RIN General Manager Adrienne Rourke said the risk of losing Australia’s leading export industry was not something they were 
willing to sit back and ignore. 

“If our staple industry is denied a future, we will start to feel the impacts immediately. If we don’t act now, and in a very loud 
manner, we are at risk of being the ones who will have to live with the legacy of non-action,” Ms Rourke said. 

“We are encouraging everyone to challenge what they hear and read, especially when it comes to reducing global emissions 
and the use of water in mining. 

“If you want to reduce global emissions, then we need to ensure we are using the best coal in the world, which is found right 
here. You don’t turn off the best coal in the world if you want to reduce global emissions because that means other markets 
seek to find lesser quality coal as a substitute, therefore increasing emissions.” 

The highly successful first rally held recently, with the majority being first time rally attendees, was reflective of the 
community’s strong views on the future of the region and the pride they took in being part of Australia’s leading export 
industry. 

“Our community is proud of its contribution and involvement in the coal mining industry. But we are a community that’s fed up 
with a coal mining debate that is not centred around the facts,” Ms Rourke added. 

“We generally just go about our business without much fuss, but there has been an uprising of support on this issue and 
politicians and anti-mining enthusiasts will hear our message loud and clear on Saturday. 

“We are fortunate to possess a significant brains trust in this region; engineers, geologists, hydrologists and many more who 
can provide fact-based answers to any of the questions being thrown around when it comes to the legitimacy of coal mining.  

“If you care about the facts and what this region is going to look like 20 years from now, then we strongly encourage you to 
take an hour out of your day this Saturday to attend the rally,” Ms Rourke said. 

Speakers at the first rally provided a sobering reminder of what the community would look like if the Galilee Basin was not 
developed and implored the community to fight for the region’s future. 
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Mackay mayor Cr Greg Williamson told the crowd he wasn’t happy about outsiders arriving “on our patch and telling us we 
can’t do what currently supports 60% of our regional economy”.  

Rally MC and RIN director Mick Crowe said the rally wasn’t a protest about whether they build a new coal mine, but whether 
our industry had a future or not. 

“This is about sending a very clear message to every political party, that if you don’t back us, we won’t back you,” Mr Crowe 
said. 

Former Queensland Maroons prop Marty Bella pumped the crowd up at the first rally with more strong messages around how 
“we create wealth, they use it”.  

 

WHAT: GO GALILEE BASIN COMMUNITY RALLY 
WHERE: Mackay Regional Council Precinct (grassed area in between the MECC and Artspace) 
WHEN: Saturday, May 11, 2019 
TIME: 9:30am 

 

*ENDS* 

 
For further information, please contact: 
RIN Communications Officer  
Jodie Thompson  
P: 07 4952 4184 
M: 0408 638 968 
Email: comms@resourceindustrynetwork.org.au 
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